


Vol. 44—No. 28 








NOTE: All questions addressed to “The Question Box” must be 
signed if they are to receive a reply. However, names will be withheld 
from publication if requested. Only the questions considered of 
general interest will be answered in the EVANGEL. 








QUESTION: Does the Bible teach predestination?— 
—Name withheld by request. 


PREDESTINATION, as the word is used in 
theology, is too complex a term for so abrupt a question 
or a too simple answer. However, I think you will find 
that the Scriptures definitely teach a dispensational, and 
a general, predestination. The coming of Christ into the 
world was predestined. His crucifixion was predestined. 
Salvation for those who believe on Him was predestined, 
and eternal damnation for those who reject Him was 
predestined. In a few instances the life of an individual 
was predestined, but they are mentioned for their very 
unusualness (Jeremiah 1:5). The Bible does not bear out 
the supralapsarian view of predestination; that is, the 
doctrine that every soul is eternally predestined before it 
is born—even before the creation and fall of Adam—some 
to be saved and others to be lost. This view maintains 
that even the fall of man itself was predestined, that 
those who are predestined to damnation cannot be saved 
regardless of what they do, and that those who are pre- 
destined to salvation cannot be lost regardless of what 
they do. Such a view is without scriptural foundation, 
and the many admonitions in the Scriptures for us to 
choose Christ are a refutation of it. 


WA 


QUESTION: Please explain 1 Samuel 16:14 and 1 Sam- 
uel 19:23. Did Saul speak by the Spirit of God after the 
Spirit had departed from him?—Mrs. G.M., Seneca, S. C. 


YES. IN order to understand this you should 
read the entire nineteenth chapter, particularly verses 18 
through 24. The Spirit did not speak through Saul to bless 
him, for he was utterly backslidden, but to prevent his 
killing David, which task he was bent upon doing. The 
Spirit’s seizure of Saul was not an act of blessing but an 
act of preventing the murder of His servant David. 





NOTICES 


To Whom It May Concern: My mailing address is 
J. E. DeVore, P. O. Box 61, Ripley, Ohio. 


FOR SALE—One Tent Awning Company tent, 60 by 90 
feet. Cost $2,100; will sell for $1,600. Also, tent equipment 
= | ga savings.—John Meares, 3161 Park Avenue, Mem- 
phis, Tenn. 


Louise Hodges, whose obituary appeared in the August 
. , of the EVANGEL, was not the wife of Rev. James 
, ges. 


I am now in evangelistic work.— James D. Tabor, 605 
Hanover St., Norfolk 2, Va. 
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WE BELIEVE 

1. In the verbal inspiration of the Bible. 

2. In one God eternally existing in three persons; namely, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

3. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of the 
Father, conceived of the Holy Ghost, and born of the 
Virgin Mary. That Jesus was crucified, buried, and raised 
from the dead; that He ascended to heaven and is today 
at the right hand of the Father as the Intercessor. 

4. That all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, and that repentance is commanded of God for all 
and necessary for forgiveness of sins. 

5. That justification, regeneration, and the new birth 
are wrought by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. 

6. In sanctification subsequent to the new birth, through 
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8. In the baptism of the Holy Ghost subsequent to a 
clean heart. 

9. In speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives ut- 
terance, and that it is the initial evidence of the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. 

10. In water baptism by immersion, and all who repent 
should be baptized in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

11. Divine healing is provided for all in the atonement. 

12. In the Lord’s Supper and washing of the saints’ fect. 

13. In the premillennial second coming of Jesus. First, to 
resurrect the righteous dead and to catch away the living 
saints to Him in the air. Second, to reign on the earth a 
thousand years. 

14. In the bodily resurrection; eternal life for the 
righteous and eternal punishment for the wicked. 
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PENTECOSTAL PERILS 
Introduction 


ENTECOSTAL PEOPLE have attained a place of 

influence in the religious world. The Pentecostal 

message is the message of this age, and its fervor 
is helping to salvage evangelical faith and holiness living 
in this time. God has entrusted us with a great responsi- 
bility, and under the guidance of His love and provi- 
dence we have been projected into a place of effective 
Christian service. Our position in Christ brings great de- 
mands upon us, along with the blessings of the Lord. We 
cannot accept the grace and shun the duty. We cannot 
be recipients of all that is good and not become dispensers 
of good to them who are without. If God has given us a 
place of recognition and influence in the Christian world, 
then we must stringently examine ourselves lest the posi- 
tion become a precipice and the influence a stumbling 
block. 

Satan will naturally do everything in his power to ren- 
der Pentecostal people ineffective and profitless servants 
of Christ. Perils lurk on every hand—devices to draw us 
aside from our course, pits to plunge us into darkness, 
snares to enmesh us, endless paths to confuse us, and 
prideful objects to attract us. 

BIOLOGY TEACHES US that beasts of prey, 
such as wolves and lions, have eyes set in the front of 
their heads, so they can clearly see the prey they stalk. 
On the other hand, beasts that are preyed upon have eyes 
toward the sides of their heads, enabling them to keep 
better vigil for their lives. As the sheep graze, they can 
keep looking about them for the approach of the killer. 
As the deer follow their trails through the gloomy forest, 
they can see any movement or presence on either side 
that is a danger to them. If God made the beasts in this 
fashion, then He surely sees the necessity of constant 
watchfulness. Does not the Word of God refer to us re- 
peatedly as sheep of God’s pasture (Psalm 100:3)? and 
are we not warned that Satan is a lion (1 Peter 5:8)? 
Our enemies are referred to as grievous wolves (Acts 
20:29). The sum of this analogy is that we are in jeop- 
ardy every hour, preyed upon by marauding devourers— 
so must we be watchful for our souls without respite or 
complacency. 

Paul admonished us to “walk circumspectly, not as 
fools, but as wise” (Ephesians 5:15). This means that we 
should look on all sides as we walk—not to be attracted 
to those things that beset us, but to beware of those 
things that might destroy us. Our affections should be 
set on things above, not on things on the earth (Colos- 
sians 3:1); but we should give attention to the wayside 
lest there lurk something there that will render us impo- 
tent and make a mockery of our place under God. If we 
are wise, we shall look about ourselves and see what there 
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may be just ahead, beside or behind us, that will deter us. 

We Pentecostals must never be afraid or reluctant to 
examine ourselves and must freely admit the things we 
find within our ranks. Any religious group becomes de- 
cadent and unfruitful when it loses either the willingness 
or the ability to critically analyze itself. Because Roman- 
ism failed herein, Martin Luther and other protestors 
fostered a reformation of the Christian faith that shook 
the world—after their period of personal introspection. 
When Anglicism refused to look into its lack of evange- 
lism, it invited John Wesley and his fellow “methodists” 
to separate from the church and revivalize the world. The 
ills of these religious bodies were critical, but they became 
critical because they first set a pattern of refusing to ad- 
mit their errors or shortcomings. Let us remember this— 
Pentecost can also become a moribund, lifeless religion 
unless we remain willing to look at ourselves with frank 
self-appraisal. Let us remember that we are by no means 
immune to the pitfalls that have destroyed the effective- 
ness of other groups before us. Let us remember that un- 
corrected little matters and hindrances grow into great 
matters when they are left to themselves. 


WE CANNOT expect God to remove from us 
those things that hinder and mar, for He has left much 
as our own task in self-improvement. He teaches us to 
examine ourselves (1 Corinthians 11:28; 2 Corinthians 
13:5), cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and the spirit (2 Corinthians 7:1), purify ourselves even 
as He is pure (1 John 3:3). The only way we can do these 
things is to know ourselves. 

Great hindrances and perils are clearly seen, while 
small ones often require a more minute examination. 
Pentecostal people love God and true holiness too much 
to succumb to iniquity and heresy, but our freedom from 
these large things does not guarantee we will not be en- 
snared by little hindrances. We are not guilty of many 
things the enemies of God pretend to believe about us. We 
must not worry about blasphemies against us, for they 
have always come against God’s people. Neither are 
Pentecostals as a group guilty of horrible sins that only 
hypocrites can commit—presumptuous sins, willful sins 
that damn the soul. The perils that plague us are various 
forms of misguided energies, thoughtless indescretions, 
impediments of attitude and aspect—perils that overcome 
too many of us and are hazards to all of us. 

For the next four weeks we will discuss some of those 
perils that are of particular danger to Pentecostal people. 
There are many hindrances and deterrents against which 
all Christian people must guard—such as lack of prayer, 
complacency, loss of evangelistic effort, unbelief, depar- 
ture from the Word of God, an opulent priesthood and 
denominational pride instead of Christian humility. How- 
ever, the intent of these editorials is not to consider these 
general Christian perils, but only those that particularly 
—but not exclusively—hinder the Pentecostal message. 
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HEARTS FILLED WITH GLADNESS 
By Pauline W. Harding, Wake Forest, N. C. 


do all things; able to GIVE all things! an all-wise, 

loving, tender Father who wants us to be hap- 
py—to have “full joy.” “...Ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full,” so said Jesus in John 16:24. 
And what a wonderful promise! 

Full joy (Weymouth’s Translation—“that your hearts 
may be filled with gladness”). Isn’t full joy wonderful? 
It doesn’t take so many things to make a homemaker’s 
heart filled with gladness, does it? That her family may 
be well, that her husband be happy and successful in 
his work, that her children learn to love the Saviour 
she loves—unselfish, homely things that make a home- 
maker’s joy full. And He says, “Ask, and ye shall receive.” 
Too often we feel that our needs are small and unim- 
portant to the world, our tasks unnoticed by the throngs, 
our heartaches such as would not touch another, but 
the loving Father of ours says, “ASK.” The first phrase 
of this verse says, “Hitherto ye have asked nothing.” 
How true it sometimes is of us. We fret; we worry—our 
homes, our children, the little cares of life pulling us 
downward, and asking nothing. Let us ASK, ask for all 
the things we need, ask for everything our mother heart 
desires—that our joy might be full, that our hearts may 
be filled with gladness. Ask for wisdom because “he 
giveth liberally,” and wisdom is so necessary in a mother’s 
life. Ask for patience, for in it “we possess our souls” 
—and who has more need than a mother? Ask for 
love, for the “greatest of these is love”’—and how could 
any place be called a home unless a lot of love dwelled 
therein? Ask for hope—for who could have a joyful 
heart if there were no hope of a brighter and better, 
more beautiful tomorrow? And we mustn’t forget to 
ask for all those little, personal things that others care 
not for; but our God does, because He wants us to have 
“full joy.” Ask for Johnny’s marks in school, for the 
new shoes Mary needs and daddy can’t afford, for the 
teen-aged daughter to love Jesus more and the world 
less—all the little things important in a homemaker’s 
life. As dishes are washed, and books are dusted, and 
floors are mopped, our hearts may be filled with gladness, 
our joy full, because we know He loves, He cares, He 
answers prayer—and in each task we do, His eyes see 
us, and as our hearts are turned to heaven, we hear 
His voice as He speaks down through the years to every 
homemaker’s heart “Ask, and ye shall receive, that your 
joy may be full.” 


Lfe: WONDERFUL TO HAVE A FATHER able to 
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HOW GOD SEEKS MAN 


The very first thing that happened after the news of 
the fall of man reached heaven was that God c 
straight down to seek out the lost one. As He walk 
through the garden in the cool of the day, He might have 
been heard calling, “Adam! Adam! Where art thou?” It 
was the voice of grace, of mercy, and of love. Adam ought 
to have taken the seeker’s place, for he was the trans- 
gresser. He had fallen, and he ought to have gone up and 
down Eden crying, “My God! My God! Where art Thou?” 
But God left heaven to seek through the dark world for 
the rebel who had fallen—not to hurl him from the face 
of the earth, but to plan for him a way of escape from 
the misery of his sin. And He found him.—D. L. Moody. 





THE MINISTER’S WIFE—A SILENT PARTNER 


When a new pastor is employed, his wife is watched 
more closely and more critically than the pastor himself. 
Her tasks are handed her, tasks that require long hours 
of hard work, and she must do her work well if the pastor 
is a “success.” Sometimes her church puts her in the lime- 
light; sometimes it keeps her in the background. 

Hers is not an easy place to fill. More is required of her 
than is required of her preacher husband. Usually things 
required of her are considered “little things,” but they are 
more exacting than are the requirements of any other 
persons in the community. 

She must open her home to the local church at all times 
in all ways, regardless of the inconvenience to her own 
family. She must be able to fill any place in the church 
work which someone else has failed, in the last moment, 
to fill, but she must not seek a place of leadership for her- 
self. She must forever hear the secrets and the grievances 
of most of the homes of her church people, but must nev- 
er, never divulge one. 

All these duties and many more are hers. She is truly 
a servant of God.—The Cumberland Presbyterian. 





WORLD CONFORMITY 


Opposition! It is a bad sign for the Christianity of this 
day that it provokes so little opposition. If there were no 
other evidence of its being wrong, I should know it from 
that. When the Church and the world can jog along com- 
fortably together, you may be sure there is something 
wrong. The world has not altered. Its spirit is exactly the 
same as it ever was, and if Christians were equally faith- 
ful and devoted to the Lord, and separated from the 
world, living so that their lives were a reproof to all un- 
godliness, the world would hate them as much as ever it 
did. It is the Church that has altered, not the world. 

You say, “We should be getting into endless turmoil.” 
Yes; “I came not to bring peace on the earth, but a 
sword” (Matthew 10:34). There would be an uproar. Yes, 
and the Acts of the Apostles are full of stories of uproars. 
One uproar was so great that the chief captain had to get 
Paul over the shoulders of the people, lest he should have 
been torn in pieces (Acts 21). “What a commotion!” you 
say. Yes, and, bless God, if we had the like now, we should 
have thousands of sinners saved (Acts 2:41).—Catherine 


Booth. 


Prayer crowns God with the honor and glory due His 
name. God crowns prayer with assurance and comfort 
The most praying souls are the most assured souls! 
Brooks. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTEST! 


B EGINNING OCTOBER 11, AND CONTINUING 
THROUGH NOVEMBER 15, THE CHURCH OF 
GOD IS STAGING A CHURCH-WIDE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


CONTEST. 


(To run concurrently with the Christian Life Sunday School Contest.) 














Here is an opportunity to win 
THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS of 
awards for your local church. In the 
church-wide Sunday School contest 
you will be competing with churches 
of like size in the Church of God. 
Those who desire should also join 
the Christian Life contest in which 
you will compete with other funda- 
mental churches in your member- 
ship bracket. 


Plan Now to Enter Your Church Contest 
and Watch Your Attendance Climb. - 


Entry blanks, rules and details will be sent to you from your national office. 
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John 1:12, “But as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name.” 

Ephesians 1:5, “Having predestinated us unto the adop- 
tion of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to 
the good pleasure of his will.” 

Galatians 4:5, “To redeem them that were under the 

> might receive the adoption of sons.” 


HERE WAS NOTHING haphazard about the 
covenant God made with His Son to give Him 
a people for the eternal honor of His name. 
Christ did not die that by chance some might 
believe in Him and be saved. He knew that 
the Father had given Him power over all 
flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as the 
Father had given Him. When Christ came into the world 
He had something greater in view than merely to deliver 
us from the bondage of the ceremonial law. He came in 
our nature and consented to suffer and die for us that 
He might redeem us from the wrath of God and from the 
curse of the moral law which, as sinners, we were all un- 
der. He was sent to redeem us that we might receive the 
adoption of sons, that we might no longer be treated as 
servants, but as sons grown up to maturity and allowed 
greater privileges than those under tutors and governors. 
God purposed before the foundation of the world that 
we should receive our sonship. The word “adoption” here 
carries with it a deeper meaning than our English trans- 
lation expresses. It conveys the thought of coming into 
sonship by legal process. It may be illustrated by the cus- 
tom of the ancient Greek and Roman noble families. Male 
children were never called sons until at the age of twen- 
ty-one. Then a public installation was held, at which time 
the short outer garment worn by children was taken off 
and the long robe of manhood was placed on him. Then 
forever after he was recognized as a son and a matured 
citizen of the empire. This service is translated “adop- 
tion,” but it would more accurately be rendered “placing 
into sonship.” 


WE BECOME SONS of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ. Man is the creative work of God and was 
originally made in the image of God; yet man is a child 
of wrath by nature. Sonship demands fatherhood; there- 
fore, only those who have been begotten of God are sons 
of God. God is the Father only of those whom He begets. 
We were always creatures of God, but never sons of God 
until we are born again by the Spirit of God. No church 
privilege or laying on of hands can give anyone the right 
to become a son of God. There is no other way whereby 
we can become children of God except through faith in 
Christ Jesus. The very moment that regeneration took 
place, the very moment we were born from above we be- 
came sons of God. When we were saved we passed from 
death unto life. How sacred and holy is this fact! 

As a member in the Royal Family of God, the Christian 
has many great and precious privileges granted to him. 
There is an ‘enmity between God and sinners. Christ came 
to slay that enmity, to reconcile man to God. Christ came 
to make peace between God and man. The effect of this 
peace is the free access to God the Christian has. Through 
Christ we have admission into the presence of God. The 
throne of grace is erected for us and liberty of approach 
to that throne is allowed us. As a son we are due this 
fellowship with God. We have confidence and assurance 
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Privileges ofe 


that God as our Father will hear our petition. We may 
boldly say “Our Father” when addressing Him. We may 
now enter into the secret places without fear. All that 
separated is now taken away once we become a child of 
God. When a child needs shoes, clothing, etc., he does not 
ask someone else’s father to give him those things. No, he 
asks his own father for his needs. Just so, we may come 
boldly to the throne of grace. 

Sonship implies likeness. When a baby is born into a 
home, one of the first things we do is try to see who he 
resembles. He may have ears like his mother, eyes like his 
daddy, and hair like some other member of the family; 
but however this may be, we look for the child to have 
features like the other members of his family. If we be- 
long to God’s family, we need to strive to be like Christ in 
spiritual things. We are told that the caterpillar of a 
moth becomes like the color of the leaf upon which it 
feeds. Its color in this way indicates the character of the 
food it eats. If we would be like Christ, we must feed upon 
Him. Christ lived on the Word of God, His Father, and so 
maintained a life that was like God. ‘Man shall not live 
by bread alone,” Jesus says, “but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 

It is a remarkable fact in nature that the outline of the 
leaf of any tree represents the outline of the whole tree. 
Every leaf declares the form and character of the tree to 
which it belongs. A little word or deed will often reveal a 
whole character. A hasty, uncharitable act shows a heart 
not right with God. It is impossible that the fruit can be 
otherwise than like the parent tree. “By their fruits ye 
shall know them.” The source of the fruit is not in the 
branch. The branch must first be filled with sap before it 
can be fruitful. Jesus is the vine and Christians are the 
branches. Unless we abide in the vine and draw from the 
Source of life, which is Christ, we cannot bear fruit. 
Fruit-bearing brings glory and honor to God. It is a wit- 
ness to the power of God. Fruit is the evidence of life. Je- 
sus said, “I am come that they might have life and that 
they might have it more abundantly!” If you go to a fruit 
tree and see pieces of bark and broken twigs on the 
ground below, you may know there is fruit on that tree 
and someone has skinned the tree trying to get the fruit. 
Don’t worry if you are unjustly criticized or talked about 
when you are doing good, it may be an evidence of fruit 
in your life. 

If a newborn baby fails to develop properly, the parents 
become alarmed and they have great cause to be. I have 
seen pitiful cases of humanity where a person failed to 
develop mentally or physically and it is a most pathetic 
sight. How much more so if we fail to develop in a spiri- 
tual sense. As sons of God we should have an influence 
for Him. On a sunny day the higher the hilltop on which 
we stand, the longer the shadow of our presence will be. 
The higher we climb into the like and likeness of our 
Lord, the deeper and farther will the shadow of our in- 


fluence reach for Him. & 
A 


YOU CAN INFLUENCE others for good. 
minister once preached a powerful sermon on “Infideli- 
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ty.” At the close of the message a well-known infidel 
came forward and was saved. The minister was delighted 
and asked the man, “Which of my arguments convinced 
you that you were wrong?” The man replied, “No argu- 
ment of yours convinced me, but as I was coming to 
church an old blind woman was feeling her way along the 
wall. She put out her hand to me, asking help. I helped her 
into the church. Then with a face filled with sunshine 
and love she said, ‘Do you love my blessed Saviour?’ The 
look on that blind woman’s face and her happy voice 
made me realize that He who could make one so helpless, 
bright, and glad, must be a blessed Saviour indeed.” 


More than a hundred years ago there lived a humble 
minister in a small village in England. He never attended 
any college. He never had a degree. But he was a faithful 
minister who loved and feared the Lord. In his congrega- 
tion was a young cobbler. The minister gave special at- 
tention to the young man. He taught him the Word of 
God. This young cobbler was William Carey, who later be- 
came one of our greatest missionaries. This same minister 
had a son whom he taught the Word of God. He con- 
stantly encouraged his son to live a true Christian life. 
That son, Robert Hall by name, became one of the might- 
iest orators and preachers of his day. He influenced 
statesmen as well as common people. The village pastor 
was not well known, but his influence in the lives of Wil- 
liam Carey and Robert Hall was felt by thousands. 


AS SONS of God we have the Scriptures to 
fortify us in times of need. Without the Word of God our 
lives would be like a ship tossed about on a stormy sea of 
doubt and confusion. Life has its disappointments. Ad- 
verse circumstances tend to hinder us often. There are 
times of discouragement and misunderstanding. It is then 
we can go to the Bible for strength and sustenance. The 
Word of God sheds light on our pathway. Psalm 119:105, 
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path.” It directs us in a plain path. It opens our eyes to 
wonderful things. Psalm 119:18, “Open thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.” It 
gives us heavenly wisdom. Psalm 119:98, “Thou through 
thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine ene- 
mies: for they are ever with me.” 

When we are tempted, we have Peter’s words to comfort 
us (1 Peter 4:12, 13), “Beloved, think it not strange con- 
cerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inas- 
much as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, 
when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad with ex- 
ceeding joy.” When we are in want, we have David’s 
words (Psalm 23:1), “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall 
not want,” to comfort us. When we are troubled, remem- 
ber Jesus said (John 14:1), “Let not your heart be trou- 
bled .. .” These and other portions of the Bible will help 
sustain us in the hour of trial. Remember the promises of 
God throughout the Bible are to the overcomer. “He that 
@uw: to the end shall be saved.” 

While the child of God is living in this world he has the 
Holy Spirit of God to guide him. Romans 8:14, “For as 
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many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God.” Everywhere in the New Testament this special di- 
rection is promised to Christians as the adopted sons of 
the Father. The sons of God must submit to the Spirit’s 
teaching with complete renunciation of carnal wisdom. 
Thus the Holy Ghost helps us in the Christian walk, helps 
us in our prayer life, comforts us when we are saddened 
in any way. The child of God is led by the Spirit of God 
as a scholar in his learning is led by his tutor, as a trav- 
eler in his journey is led by his guide, as a soldier in his 
engagement is led by his captain. Oh, blessed thought! 
Never alone, but always led into perfect truth and duty! 

If we are sons of God, then we become heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Jesus Christ. Heaven is the eternal in- 
heritance that awaits the believer. We enter into a heri- 
tage of which we only have the earnest or down payment 
now. The Testator has put us in possession of a portion 
of the goods, but we must die ourselves to enter upon the 
vast remainder. The Holy Ghost is the earnest of our in- 
heritance. This earnest makes it as sure to the heirs as 
though they were already in possession of the whole. The 
inheritance of Christians is in its deepest meaning re- 
served in heaven. Under whatever aspect it is viewed, the 
Christian heritage is enjoyed only in its first fruits. What 
is laid out upon an heir in his minority is nothing to what 
is reserved for him when he comes to age. Sin condemned 
and disinherited man, but salvation through Christ re- 
stored the inheritance. The only allusion to the eternal 
decree of man’s salvation is that we are predestinated to 
be conformed to the image of Christ. 1 John 3:2, “Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall ap- 
pear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see him as he is.” 

The utmost and highest hope of Christianity is derived 
from its privilege of sonship. The great end and design of 
God in bestowing all these special privileges is that the 
Christian should glorify God. He intends that His grace 
and power should become illustrious so that man may 
magnify Him. When we behold the wondrous love of God 
in granting to us, mere mortal creatures, the privilege of 
sonship here on earth and participation of eternal joys in 
heaven, we bow our heads and say with reverence, “O 
Lord, how great and marvelous are Thy works!” 
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Doors Barred Because of Unbeliel e e 


By George D. Lemons 


“So we see that they could not enter in because of un- 
belief,’ Hebrews 3:19. 


ROM THIS SCRIPTURE we learn or understand 
] that unbelief closed the doors of Canaan to Israel 
and kept them from entering the Land of Prom- 
ise. So will unbelief close the door to God’s promises 
today. Hebrews 11:6 tells us that he that cometh to God 
MUST BELIEVE that HE IS. God told Moses to tell the 
children of Israel that I AM had sent him. I AM is in the 
present tense. He wanted Moses to tell them, “You have 
heard how I was with Abraham and how I blessed him 
and how that I did things for him that was impossible 
for man to do; how I fought for him and defeated his 
enemies. Also about Isaac and Jacob, how I blessed 
them. I AM still that God; I haven’t changed.” Today 
some people can only see or think of God as the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (the God of the past). The 
writer to the Hebrews said, “We must believe that HE IS 
(that HE IS the same God today); and that HE IS a re- 
warder of them that diligently seek Him.” 

We are saved by faith and justified by faith. The Bible 
says, “He that believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God.” We are to live by faith and walk by faith. 
THIS WAY is a way of faith and without faith it is 
impossible to please God. So we see how important it is 
to have faith, or believe God. 


IT WAS NOT that they did not know the 
will of God that closed the doors of Canaan to them. 
Moses told them that God had promised it to Abraham 
and his seed after him. Genesis 15:13-16a says, “and he 
said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall 
be a stranger in a land that is not their’s, and shall 
serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred 
years; And also that nations, whom they shall serve, 
will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with 
great substance. And thou shalt go to thy fathers in 
peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. But in 
the fourth generation they shall come hither again.” 
They knew that it was God’s will to give to them the land 
of Canaan. So we see it was not that they did not know 
the will of God that kept them from entering the Land 
of Promise. , 

It was not for the lack of seeing the power of God. 
They had seen the power of God in the land of Egypt 
and at the Red Sea. They had seen the power of God 
in the wilderness when God gave them bread from heaven, 
quails to eat, and water out of the rock. God had mani- 
fested His power in their midst time and time again. So 
it was not for the lack of seeing the power of God that 
kept them from entering in. 

It was not for the lack of evidence or seeing the fruit 
of the land. They had been told that it was a good land 
flowing with milk and honey. But they had not just 
been told about the land, for Caleb and Joshua brought 
back fruit to show them that the land was all that 
God said it was. They saw the fruit of the land with their 
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own eyes, yet failed to enter in. So it was not for the 
lack of seeing the fruit of the land that closed the doors 
of Canaan to them. 

It was not for the lack of a desire for a better country. 
They groaned beneath their burdens and longed for 
deliverance. God said, “I have surely seen the affliction 
of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their 
cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sor- 
rows,” Exodus 3:7. So we see that it was not for the 
lack of a desire for a better country. 

To know the will of God, to see the power of God, 
to see the fruit of holiness, and to have a desire for a 
better country is not enough. We can have all of these 
and lose our soul and be lost forever. Mark 16:16, “He 
that believeth not shall be damned.” Revelation 21:8 says 
that the unbelieving shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death. We must believe God. Paul (speaking in 
Romans 11:20 concerning Israel’s being cut off) said, 
“Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and 
thou standest by faith.” 


UNBELIEF HINDERS the work of God. 
Matthew 13:58 says, “And he did not many mighty works 
there because of their unbelief.” Unbelief cannot ac- 
count for the universe. Hebrews 11:3 says that it is by 
or through faith that we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the Word of God. Unbelief cannot ac- 
count for the virgin birth of Jesus. Unbelief cannot ac- 
count for the miracles of turning the water to wine, 
opening the eyes of the blind, unstopping deaf ears, 
loosing the tongue of the dumb, healing the withered 
hand, feeding the multitude, walking on the water, and 
raising the dead. All of these are unreasonable to the hu- 
man or natural man. 

Unbelief says, “It can’t be;” faith says, “It is so.” Un- 
belief sees no farther than a cold, dark grave, but faith 
can see beyond the grave and look out into eternity and 
see a city with walls of jasper, streets of gold, and gates 
of pearl. 

Faith is the feet of the soul that brings us to Christ, 

Faith is the hands of the soul that lays hold on Christ, 

Faith is the arms of the soul that embraces Christ, 

Faith is the mouth of the soul that feeds upon Christ, 

Faith is the eyes of the soul that looks upon Christ. 

Unbelief robs us of all these wonderful things. Un- 
belief robs the soul of peace, joy, and hope. When we 
believe in God, hope becomes alive and continues to live 
as long as we believe; but, when unbelief takes over, we 
go under a cloud of condemnation and hope dies and 
the door to all of God’s promises is closed. But faith in 
God will swing the doors of the soul, of the Word of 
God, and of heaven wide open and we can sing: 

“Living by faith, in Jesus above, 

Trusting, confiding in His great love; 
From all harm safe in His sheltering arm, 
I’m living by faith and feel no alarm.” 


The Church of God Evangel 
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The Word That Opens Heaven 


By John E. Lemons 


“|. . except ye repent,” Luke 13:3. 


HAT IS THE WORD that opens heaven? What 

is the word that no one can pronounce without 

the Holy Spirit? What is the word that brings 
a sinner back from the far country to his father’s house? 
What is the word that guardian angels like to hear on 
our lips? What is the word which when pronounced by 
man strikes an immediate chord of answering joy in 
heaven? What is the word that Job used after God an- 
swered him out of the whirlwind? 

What is the word with which Jesus began to preach? 
What is the word with which Peter addressed the multi- 
tudes on the day of Pentecost? What is the word that 
David spoke when the prophet Nathan rebuked him for 
his hideous transgression? What is the word that Manas- 
seh, the aged and wicked king of Judah, spoke in captivi- 
ty? What is the word that Peter uttered when he went out 
into the night and wept bitterly? What is the word that 
opened the gates of Paradise to the dying thief? What is 
the word which is timely and appropriate on the lips of 
the ripened saint, as well as on the lips of the most hard- 
ened sinner? What is the word which cannot be spoken 
in hell, and which no one in heaven ever needs to use? 
That word is “repent.” 


REPENTANCE is a word which rings through 
every part of the Bible, from beginning to end. It was the 
burden of the preaching of the prophets, the apostles, and 
of Christ Himself. Repentance sums up the gospel, for 
after He had risen from the dead Christ told His disciples 
to go forth and preach repentance and the remission of 
sins through His name. Repentance is the word that 
opens heaven, for only a forgiven sinner can enter heav- 
en, and only a sinner who repents ran be forgiven. 

The examples of repentance illuminate the pages of 
the Bible. They afford us the Bible’s most moving and in- 
spiring scenes. Let us view some instances in the Bible 
when heaven was opened because someone repented. 

Manasseh is the prodigal son of the Old Testament. He 
had for a father one of the godliest men in the Bible, 
Hezekiah, and, no doubt, a godly mother. He ascended the 
throne when he was twelve years of age, at the death of 
his father. His reign was a long nightmare of wickedness, 
idolatry, and cruelty. He reared altars for Baal, and made 
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groves and worshiped all the host of heaven. The climax 
to his idolatry was his building altars to the heathen gods 
in the very temple of Jehovah, where he set up a carved 
(mage. He caused his children to pass through the fire 
and dealt with witches and wizards. In addition to all this, 
he shed innocent blood. Among the victims of his perse- 
cution, according to a very ancient tradition, was the 
prophet Isaiah, whom Manasseh sawed asunder because 
the prophet had rebuked him for his sins. The sacred 
chronicler says of Manasseh, that “he made the people of 
Israel worse than the heathen themselves.” 

In the noontime of his wicked prosperity, Manasseh 
was captured by the cruel Assyrians, who mutilated him, 
put him in an iron cage, and carried him as a prisoner 
to Babylon. There Manasseh, softened by his sufferings, 
repented of his sins and called upon God. When he had 
been restored to the throne of Jerusalem, he devoted the 
strength and energy left to him in the remaining years 
of his reign to undo the great evil that he had done to 
Israel. With sorrow and contrition he threw away the 
strange gods, repaired the altar of God, and did what he 
could to persuade the nation, which he had before se- 
duced, to turn again and follow the true God. 

Manasseh sinned against a godly training, and as the 
son of a godly father, became a monster of unbelief. Now 
and then you see that. And if you have listened to the bit- 
terness of such an unbeliever, you realize all the more 
how wonderful was the repentance of Manasseh. Suffer- 
ing, hardship, and pain sometimes only intensify man’s 
rebellion to God, but if accepted in humility, it can turn 
man back to God. That was what happened in the case of 
Manasseh. Scoff at a deathbed repentance, if you will, 
and certainly this was almost a deathbed repentance, 
for Manasseh brought to God only the dregs of his life. 
Yet for that reason Manasseh’s repentance is all the more 
memorable. After a half century in sin, Manasseh returns 
to God. Thank God, no one is ever too far gone, too hard- 
ened in his transgression to repent. To the youth who has 
turned from God and to the old man, also, are spoken 
these words of hope and mercy, “Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him; and to our God for he will abundantly pardon.” 


ONE MUST NOT OMIT David from the list 
of great penitents, the greatest sinner and the greatest 
saint of the Old Testament. Enemies of God have always 
scoffed at David and the high title with which his name .- 
is associated in the Bible, David, “the man after God’s 
heart.” They have fixed upon David’s terrible fall and his 
heinous transgression, and have held him up as an ex- 
ample of the illustrious worthies of the Old Testament 
and have said that if such men were around today they 
would be in the penitentiary or hung from the gallows. 

But a Christian man who knows his own heart, and who 
knows that the heart is desperately wicked and deceitful 


(Continued on page 10) 
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THE WORD THAT OPENS HEAVEN 
(Continued from page 9) 


above all else, will never be troubled by the fall of David. 
On the contrary, he will rejoice that the Bible records 
this dark chapter in David’s life. If David had not fallen 
so low, his repentance would not have been so wonderful 
and so blessed of God for all the generations of men. In 
his penitential prayer, David prayed, “Restore unto me 
the joy of thy salvation, and then shall I teach trans- 
gressors thy ways.” Yes, that is what David has been do- 
ing through the ages, teaching men the deceitfulness and 
sinfulness of their own hearts, also the wonderful mercy 
of God, and that David will do unto the remotest gener- 
ation. 

I think that Nathan is perhaps the most courageous 
preacher and the most tender preacher of whom we have 
any record. That is what every preacher ought to be— 
courageous in declaring the will of God, yet tender in 
seeking to reclaim the sinner. The human heart is the 
same from age to age, and there is nothing new or old in 
David’s sin. He fell in love with a beautiful woman who 
happened to be the wife of another man. Although he 
was king, and according to the customs of the age might 
have done as he pleased, David tried to cover up his 
crime by the murder of the woman’s husband. He sent 
him into the forefront of the hottest battle with orders 
to his commanding officer to retire from him so that he 
would fall fighting the foe. But it was just the same as if 
David had slain him with his own hand. This, indeed, 
was the worst sin. The cruel and cowardly and treacher- 
ous murder of Uriah was another, and sometimes, from 
the standpoint of the sinner, seems to make necessary a 
second transgression, which is always worse than the 
first. 

God waited for David to repent. The extraordinary 
thing is that David, so schooled in the thought of God, 
and naturally a man of such deep religious feeling, could 
have gone through these terrible transgressions without 
his conscience constantly piercing and rebuking him. But 
apparently it did not; and that fact reveals to us the 
strange blindness that sin casts over the sinner. He can 
see the presence and the heinousness of sin in other men, 
but not in himself. In every story of a breakdown like 
that of David it will be found that the very sin in which 
the man was indulging dulled and blunted his sensibili- 
ties. “Who can understand his errors? Cleanse thou me 


from secret faults.” 


GOD WAITED long for David to repent, and 
then He sent the prophet Nathan. With masterly skill 
and exquisite tenderness, Nathan told David the story of 
the cruel rich man who had numerous flocks and herds, 
and yet who, when a guest came to visit him, took the 
poor man’s pet lamb and slew it for the table of his guest. 
When he heard this tale of almost unbelievable hardness 
‘of heart, David reached for his sword, saying, “Bring that 
man before me! as the Lord liveth, he shall surely die!” 
Then Nathan drew his sword and thrust it home with 
the words, “Thou art the man!” With riches and wives 
and honors, David had taken the wife of a poor soldier in 
his army to gratify his passions. “Thou art the man!” 

If Nathan had talked that way with any other king but 
David, his head would have come off. But David repented 
and said, “I have sinned.” There was no doubt, either, 
about the sincerity of his repentance, for immediately the 
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prophet answered, “The Lord hath put away thy sin.” Yet, 
forgiven though he was, David had to bear the temporal 
penalties of his sin. There is nothing strange about that 
either. A man can sin for years against his mind, and if 
he turns and repents, he is forgiven; but the God who 
forgives him does not cancel the law of retribution in the 
man’s own body, for “whatsoever a man soweth that 
shall he also reap.” Nathan told David that because his 
sin would cause the enemies of God to scoff and rejoice, 
the sword would never depart from his house. It never 
did. 

Yes, David had to suffer, but he suffered as a forgiven 
man. The joy of salvation had been restored to David. His 
repentance had opened for him once more the gates of 
heaven. If any man has sinned like David, there is only 
one path that will bring him back to self-respect and 
communion with God, and that is the path of repentance. 

The great music of heaven will be furnished, not by the 
unfallen angels, although that will be grand and glorious 
music, but by penitent and forgiven sinners. I fancied 
that, as in a dream, I was in heaven, and trod the streets 
of the New Jerusalem. I listened, spellbound and en- 
thralled, to the great music of heaven, the ten thousand 
times ten thousand on the sea of glass mingled with fire, 
and harpers harping with their harps. But suddenly there 
was silence in heaven for the space of half an hour. The 
harps were tuneless, the trumpets mute, and the voice of 
the ten thousand times ten thousand was hushed. Then 
near the throne I saw a harper take up his harp, and as 
he smote his harp he also sang. The music was of heaven; 
and yet I thought I heard in it the strains of earth, al- 
so. Methought I discerned in the music of this harper and 
his singing the melody that can come only out of the ex- 
perience of temptation and suffering and sin forgiven. 
While he played and sang, all others were silent. I turned 
to one of the heavenly throng and said to him, “Who is 
this singer? And why are all the others silent and at- 
tentive?” He answered, “They are silent and their harps 
unsmitten because they are listening to the music of Da- 
vid, the sweet singer of Israel, and the sweetest singer of 
heaven, the greatest sinner and the greatest saint of the 
Bible.” 

Wonderful music all these repentant sinners have giv- 
en to the Church on earth and to the Church in heaven. 
Wonderful light and beauty they have shed upon the 
pages of Scripture. Wonderful trophies they are to the 
saving and cleansing and redeeming power of the blood 
of Christ. May their music reach some soul who has 
sinned against God and turn his feet heavenward, where 
a father’s welcome awaits him, the same welcome that 
awaited that penitent of whom Jesus told in the great 
parable of repentance, the son who repented in the far 
country and said, “I have sinned against heaven and in 
thy sight”; and whom, when he came back, his father 
saw a great way off, and ran and fell on his neck and 
kissed him. That same welcome awaits every soul that re- 
pents. The best robe is ready, and ready the golden ring 
of reconciliation, and the angels, too, are ready to strike 
again their harps and rejoice over one sinner that re- 
penteth. 





If your cup seems too bitter, if your burden seems 
too heavy, be sure that it is the wounded hand that 
is holding the cup, and that it is He who carries the 
cross that is carrying the burden. -—S. I. Prime. 


The Church of God Evangel 
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I HAVE CHOSEN A MISSIONARY 
CAREER 


Eleven years ago, at the age of 16, 
God called me into the ministry. My 
first reaction toward the call of God 
was almost precisely the same as 
Moses’ attitude when God called him, 
“Surely, God, you are calling the 
wrong number.” However, the fact 
that I am now working for God on the 
Island of Utila is an indication that 
= talked me into entering the min- 

ry. 

In less than six months after God 
called me I was in Bible School pre- 
paring for the work to which God had 
called me. It was while there that 
God had a chance to deal with me 
more specifically concerning His will 
for my life. This is one of the many 
reasons why I feel that every person 


with the call of God, who has the op- 
portunity, should take time to go to 
Bible School before he launches out 
into such a broad field as the minis- 
try embraces. 

In Bible School I learned of the dif- 
ferent phases of ministry and it was 
while there that I became aware of 
the great world missionary enterprise. 
A mission flame was kindled in my 
soul, and the more I studied missions 
the bigger the flame burned. Then 
one day God spoke to me about going 
to the mission field in much the same 
way He had spoken to me about the 
ministry. He didn’t command me to 
go, but He rather talked me into it. I 
could preach the gospel anywhere and 
have His blessing, but if I really want- 
ed His special favor and His greatest 
reward, I would devote my life to the 
cause of missions and let my minis- 


try be in the places needed most. 

After much consideration I decided 
that if God would prefer my ministry 
to be a missionary ministry, A MIS- 
SIONARY MINISTRY IT WOULD BE. 
I chose a missionary career because 
I chose God’s best. Today I have the 
satisfaction of knowing that I am in 
God’s highest will, and it is a most 
glorious feeling. 

Let me urge the person to whom 
God has spoken concerning the mis- 
sion field, CHOOSE TO OBEY GOD 
and you'll be the happier for it. It is a 
HIGH honor. It is a NOBLE calling. It 
is a GREAT work! 

My missionary career begins on the 
tiny Island of Utila, which would seem 
an insignificant place to some, con- 
sidering that there are not more than 
1,500 people here. However, I think of 
my work as being a part of the 
GREAT WORLD MISSIONARY EN- 
TERPRISE in which our Church is en- 
gaged, a part of the greatest program 
in all the world. 

While we work to build the king- 
dom of God in Utila, it is our daily 
prayer that God will continue to bless 
our missions program at home and 
throughout the world and that we, as 
a Church, may accomplish Christ’s 
will before He comes. I believe that we 
who are looking for our Saviour to re- 
turn will see Him as soon as the 
Church has completed its mission. For 
such a great cause I gladly give my 
life and regret that I have ONLY ONE 
to give—Yours for missions, N. E. 
Skaggs. 
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OAKLAND PARK, Fla.—The Lord 
wonderfully healed my little daugh- 
ter, Susan, of tonsilitis. In three at- 
tacks her temperature went up and 
she had convulsions. Each time the 
doctor gave her penicillin. She re- 
covered and remained well for a few 
weeks, then her tonsils became infect- 
ed again. 

The doctor cautioned me about 
keeping her fever down. He told me 
that each time her temperature be- 
gan to climb I was to start giving her 
aspirin to bring it down or else she 
would go into another convulsion. He 
said her nervous system wasn’t sta- 
bilized yet. 

When she was suffering her fourth 
attack. I had no aspirin in the house 
and no way to get her to the doctor. 
I began to call upon the Great Phy- 
sician. I cried out to Him from the 
bottom of my heart. He heard me; as 
I prayed I felt her body relax. I 
thanked our blessed Lord as she drift- 
ed into normal, peaceful sleep. That 
was over a year and a half ago. She 
hasn’t had another attack on tonsilitis 
nor convulsion since.—Mrs. Edward T. 
Farabee. 


KELLEYVILLE, W. Va.—My boy, age 
4, was very sick with his right ear the 
first of March. The doctor couldn’t 
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find his trouble. The doctors at Blue- 
field Sanitarium said he had menin- 
gitis and mastoid trouble on the right 
side. He was operated on for the mas- 
toid trouble. After the operation he 
got along very well for a week, but 
soon became worse. Special X-rays 
were made to determine the cause of 
ee in his head. These showed his 
rain enlarged from meningitis. Five 
doctors did all they could do. His mind 
was affected. He couldn’t retain any 
food and was taking glucose. We were 
allowed to take him home for a 
week. Reverend Howard Kiser, our 
pastor, laid one of Oral Roberts 
anointed cloths on him and prayed. 
From that day our son began to im- 
prove. The doctors said an almighty 
power has had something to do with 
this. I said, yes, God healed him.— 
Mrs. James Reeves. 


—_— 


HOUSTON, Texas—Greetings in the 
precious name of Jesus. I praise God 
for His wonderful love, goodness, and 
mercy to me and mine. Above every- 
thing else I praise Him for the Holy 
Ghost. The Lord is so real and won- 
derful to us here at Houston. He is 
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a blessing in a most unusual way in 
all our services. I praise God for our 
beloved pastor and family, Brother 
and Sister R. D. Ashcraft. Since they 
came to us, our Sunday School at- 
tendance has gone from around 65 
to a record of 188. Our average 
through the hot summer months is 
around 125. Since August, 1952, we 
have built a new six-room parsonage. 
We have three lots bought for a new 
church building in the near future. 
We must have a larger building as we 
can’t comfortably take care of the 
people. We have four Sunday School 
classes at the same time in the audi- 
torium of the church, so we surely are 
in need of a larger building where we 
can have Sunday School rooms for 
all classes. Last Sunday night there 
was a lady in our services who could 
not straighten up. Prayer was offered. 
After service she showed us how 
straight she could stand. She had not 
been able to stand up straight in over 
three weeks. Her husband standing 
near by said that it was true—NMrs. 
Sadie Singleton, Reporter. 


GREER, S. C.—My mother was 
healed of a mild heart attack recent- 
ly when my brother and I prayed. I 
praise Him for His healing power.— 
John Eller. 
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ALABAMA 

HAYDEN, Ala.—In July we had the 
most glorious revival ever held at the 
Hayden Church of God. It was con- 
ducted by our pastor, Rev. R. L. Brash- 
er. His wife and daughters helped with 
the singing and music. There were 17 
saved, 16 sanctified, 8 baptized with 
the Holy Ghost, 15 baptized in water, 
and 11 added to the church. Brother 
and Sister Brasher are truly conse- 
crated, Spirit-filled, and God-inspired 
Christians, accomplishing much in the 
name of Jesus. We appreciate them 
very much.—Nany Hays, Clerk. 


FAYETTE, Ala.—We praise the Lord 
for the great revival spirit here in 
Fayette. We came here after the camp 
meeting, and the Lord has blessed 
from the very first service. There have 
been 20 or more saved and 14 filled 
with the Holy Ghost.—Mrs. J. C. Pin- 
ion, Pastor’s Wife. 


CALIFORNIA 

HANFORD, Calif—We wish to re- 
port a very successful revival held in 
our church by Brother and Sister 
H. C. Glisson, of Magee, Mississippi. 
There were 15 saved, 12 sanctified, and 
6 baptized with the Holy Ghost. Nine- 
teen new members joined the church. 
God was with us in a marvelous way, 
and we give Him all the praise and 
glory. We truly love Brother and Sister 
Glisson.—Mrs. Helen Brooks, Clerk. 


FLORIDA 

WEST HOLLYWOOD, Fla.—Our va- 
cation Bible school just closed, with 
49 children receiving their certificates. 
Record attendance was 63. Total en- 
rollment was 86. God was really with 
us. Some children were saved and 
we had an increase of 10 in our Sun- 
day School Sunday.—Mrs. Betty 
Hewett, Reporter. 


GEORGIA 

ATLANTA, Ga.—Rev. Roland Verri- 
co was the evangelist in our revival at 
the Hemphill Avenue Church of God. 
God was with us in a mighty way, for 
which we are thankful. Forty-six were 
saved and an equal number sancti- 
fied; 10 were baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, and 13 became members of the 
church. The church was helped by the 
ministry of the evangelist—Earl P. 
Paulk, Jr., Pastor. 


KENTUCKY 

Middlesboro, Ky.—We have had a 
wonderful revival at the Church of 
God in Noetown. Rev. Sherman Wad- 
dell was the evangelist. He did some 
wonderful preaching. The revival last- 
ed for 5 weeks, and the results were 26 
saved, 10 sanctified, and 7 filled with 
the Holy Ghost. The power and pres- 
ence of God was in each service, and 
we had a good time in the Lord.— 
Marion Baldree, Reporter. 
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OHIO 
CINCINNATI, Ohio—The Church of 


God on Hatmaker Street has been 
greatly blessed by a soul-stirring re- 
vival which lasted 3 weeks. Ten souls 
were saved, 6 sanctified, 4 baptized 
with the Holy Ghost, and 6 added to 
the church. The church was blessed 
by the preaching and singing of Sister 
= e Patrick.—Charles R. Hollis, 
erk. 


NORTH CAROLINA 

HAYESVILLE, N. C.—We truly 
thank God for the glorious revival 
that was held recently at the Hayes- 
ville Church of God. Rev. Bill Rem- 
bert, of Copperhill, Tennessee, was the 
evangelist. Brother Rembert is a won- 
derful preacher. He has been preach- 
ing only 3 years and is just 19 years 
old. There were 10 saved, 5 sanctified, 
5 baptized with the Holy Ghost, and 
4 added to the church. We appreciate 
our pastor, Rev. M. R. McCown.—Veta 
Ledford, Reporter. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 

ALLENDALE, S. C.—We thank God 
for the way He is blessing in Allendale. 
We do not have a Church of God here. 
God sent Brother and Sister W. K. 
Livingston here from Blackshear, Ga., 
and they conducted a 4 weeks’ revival 
in a tent. God’s power was in every 
service, and the Holy Ghost melted the 
hearts of the people. There were 18 
saved and sanctified and 7 baptized 
with the Holy Ghost. On Au 16, 
Rev. J. T. Duckett, district pastor and 
pastor of the Orangeburg, S. C., 
Church of God, set the church in order 
in Allendale with 19 members. We 
surely do thank God for sending 
Brother and Sister Livingston here. 
They are wonderful workers for the 
Lord and are loved by everyone. Pray 
for the work here.—J. D. Stept, Clerk. 


LIBERTY, S. C.—We praise the Lord 
for the way He blessed us in our 2 
weeks’ revival, with Rev. Ray Collins 
as the evangelist.—Louise Gillespie, 
Reporter. 


TENNESSEE 

MARYVILLE, Tenn.—We have just 
had a revival with 6 saved, 4 sancti- 
fied, and 4 baptized with the Holy 
Ghost. The evangelist was Brother 
L. V. Carroll, a graduate of Lee Col- 
lege. He is a good preacher, and we 
appreciate him very much.—James K. 
Earls, Reporter. 


MEMPHIS, Tenn.—Brother L. L. 
Mansfield, evangelist, of Louisville, 
Kentucky, conducted an 8 nights’ tent 
meeting here. The Lord honored us by 
the saving of 30 souls. Brother Mans- 
field prayed for the sick, and many 
were healed of various afflictions. One 








6-year-old child, who had deteriora- 
tion of the muscles, was healed. The 
mother reports since prayer was of- 
fered he has continued to become 
stronger and is now a normal child.— 
John L. Meares, Pastor. 


SPRING CITY, Tenn.—We have just 
closed a revival at the Webbschapel 
Church of God. Sister Hazel Gann was 
the evangelist. A goodly number were 
saved; marvelous healings were 
wrought; and messages were given 
out by the Holy Ghost and interpreted. 
We praise God for this revival, the 
evangelist, and for our pastor, Rever- 
end J. W. Thurman, and his wife— 
Mrs. Amos Houston, Reporter. 


WHITWELL, Tenn.—The Church of 
God in Whitwell has just had a 2 
weeks’ revival—the best we’ve had in 
a long time. Twenty were saved, 14 
sanctified, 24 baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, 15 added to the church, and 
27 baptized in water. The evangelist, 
Rev. Charles Batson, blessed our souls 
with his messages from night to night. 
We surely thank God for this revival. 
We appreciate our pastor, Rev. T. L. 
Phillips, and his devout wife.—Louise 
Russell, Reporter. 


TEXAS 

SWEETWATER, Texas—We had a 10 
days’ revival, with Rev. D. C. Mitchell, 
of Miami, Fla., as the evangelist. 
There were 7 saved, 4 sanctified, 2 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, 10 bap- 
tized in water, and 12 added to the 
church.—J. E. Dement, Pastor. 


VIRGINIA 

WISE, Va—We are now in our 
fourth week of a revival at the Gla- 
morgan Church of God. Five have 
been converted, 3 sanctified, and 3 
baptized with the Holy Ghost. We have 
had 2 evangelists in this revival. I, the 
pastor, conducted the first week; Rev. 
P. P. Carpenter preached a week; and 
now Rev. Andy Grindstaff is doing 
the preaching.—I. C. Collins, Pastor. 


WEST VIRGINIA 

SALEM, W. Va.—When we came here 
after the Assembly, we found a good 
group of people. As we settled down 
to work, we found that four families 
had gone or were fixing to go. Out of 
this group went our pianist, our song 
director, and other church leaders. We 
prayed each day for five weeks, with 
the good people doing their best. San- 
ballat and Tobiah said we could not 
have a revival, but we failed to come 
down. Nehemiah 2:17-20. God has an- 
swered pears On July 5, we began 
a revival, with the Yates evangelistic 
party of McMinnville, Tenn. Durin 
this revival 6 were saved, 6 sanctified, 
12 filled with the Holy Ghost, 8 bap- 
tized in water, and added to e 
church. Many sick people were healed. 
—K. D. Beaube, Pastor, Church of God. 
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THE PENNSYLVANIA CAMP 
MEETING 








Permit me to quote from Psalm 48:- 
2, the first part of the verse, and 
make it applicable to us here in 
Pennsylvania. “Beautiful for situa- 
tion, the joy of the whole earth, is 
Mount Zion,” etc. That is the way we 
Pennsylvanians feel about our camp- 
ground. Truly, it is beautiful for situ- 
ation; it is a joy not only to us, but to 
all Church of God folk, and, in fact, 
all those who love the Lord. To write 
in detail about our camp meeting, is 
just too big a story, so I shall give 
you only the high points. 

From. the very first song, we sensed 
the presence of the shekinah glory 
hovering near. Rev. L. C. Heaston, of 
South Carolina, brought us the mes- 
sages each night under the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, and the Lord 
came down and gave the increase. 
Seventy were saved, 83 sanctified, and 
81 filled with the Holy Ghost. Shouts 
of gpa rang out from night to 
night as hungry souls wept their way 
through at the altar. We were glad to 
have Brother Heaston’s family with us 
during the camp. 

Brother Hindmon spent many, 
many hours in the grove helping to 
get ready for the camp meeting. Many 
other ministers, also, did their part. 
Sister Hindmon worked in the dining 
room. We have only praise here in 
Pennsylvania for them. The commit- 
tees he appointed went at their task 
with a will and never stopped until 
the last “amen” was said. 

We were a to have the Mc- 
Luhans with us for two days, and we 
enjoyed the ministry of the Word and 
the good singing. We claim the Mc- 
Luhans here in Pennsylvania. 

On youth day, Brother David Culp, 
our youth director, was in charge, and 
we were fortunate to have Brother 
Charles W. Conn, our Editor-in-Chief, 
as the Bible teacher for the morning. 
We enjoyed the words of wisdom and 
the good reports he brought us of the 
progress of our work. Brother Ray 
Hughes, the National Youth Director, 
brought a fiery message in the after- 
noon, which seemed to spur us on to 
do more for the Lord. Brother Carroll, 
President of our college, spoke about 
the possibilities for our youth along 
educational lines. Brother Vep Ellis 
was with us for the first time, and his 
songs and music and good sermon 
were highly appreciated. When it 
comes to talent, the world doesn’t have 
all the musicians, singers, speakers, 
and educators. We were made proud 
to know that our brethren can possess 
these great talents and yet be filled 
with the Holy Ghost. Men like this can 
not be equaled in the world. 

We appreciate the work of Brother 
Culp, and we were still rejoicing over 
the 250 students we had in youth 
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camp when the calty masting started. 
Also, this year we hit the peak at- 
tendance in Sunday School, with over 
15,000 present in the month of May. 

Sunday was our mission day, and 
we were glad to have Brother Paul H. 
Walker, ecutive Missions Secretary, 
as our speaker. He brought a timely 
message and our offering was over 
$5,000. 

We had no dull days at our camp 
meeting and felt very proud to have 
Brother and Sister Chesser and their 
family with us for the last two days. 
His messages were enjoyed by all, and 
we were glad for the reports on the 
progress the Church is making. 

On the closing night, Brother Heas- 
ton spoke to a filled tabernacle on the 
Church, and surely each member was 
made to love the Church more than 
ever before. At the conclusion of his 
message members were received. 

With camp meeting over less than a 
week, plans are already under way to 
put another wing on the tabernacle; 
12 new cottages are soon to be built, 
and more facilities to be added, such 
as rest rooms, automatic laundry 
equipment, and more showers. If the 
Lord tarries, we look for even a great- 
er camp next year. “Come thou with 
us, and we will do thee good.”—Lou- 
renna Moreland, State Secretary. 


AT THE ORPHANAGE 


We are grateful to God for the 
wonderful way He has blessed in our 
Church of God Orphanage here in 
Sevierville for the past two Sundays. 
The Holy Ghost took complete charge 
of the services. We had no Sunday 
School, but we were greatly lifted by 
the mighty presence of God. This we 
deeply appreciate. We attribute this 
heavenly outpouring to the prayers of 
God’s people. Everywhere the Orphan- 
age group has traveled this summer, 
someone in the ate has asked that 
the churches everywhere have a spe- 
cific time to pray for the spiritual wel- 
fare of those in the Orphanage. The 
time suggested was just before the 
Orphanage offering was taken on 
Sunday mornings at Sunday School. 
We believe you have remembered to 
pray as suggested, for prayer meet- 
ings have started in the dormitories 
in the nightly devotional periods and 
continued into the wee hours of the 
morning. Several of the boys and girls 
have been saved and blessed in these 
meetings. We are planning to have 
another revival here in the Orphan- 
age in October. We desire that God’s 
people will pray that EVERY boy and 
girl in the Home will be saved, sancti- 
fied, and baptized with the Holy 
Ghost. It is just as easy to expect God 
to save all of them as just a few. Will 
you pray for this request? 


WARESBORO, Ga.—We have a new 
church almost finished, and we are 
thankful. We are having large crowds, 
but most of all we are praising God 
for the many souls that are praying 
ore each week. Many are being 
heal in our services. Our pastor, 
Brother Lamar McDaniel, is a won- 
derful worker for the Lord.—Mrs. J. H. 
Wilson. 










in, 
memoriam \ 


HENRY 
Mrs. Annie E. Henry, 86 years old, 
a member of the Church of God in 
Juniata, Altoona, Pennsylvania, died 
August 6, 1953. She will be missed 
greatly by her family and also the 
church.—J. Rutter, Pastor. 


WEATHERBY 


J. J. Weatherby, a licensed minister 
= ,-4 wena of God, died December 








BATES 

Funeral services for Marion F. Bates, 
age 91, were held at the Church of 
God in Ennis, Texas, August 11, 1953. 
The funeral was conducted by Rev. 
G. W. Alford, assisted by Rev. Ben 
Gray. Mr. Bates died at his home on 
Route 3, Ennis, Texas, Monday, August 
10. He is survived by his wife, 2 sons, 
and one daughter. He had been a 
member of the Church of God 17 
years. He will be missed by the church. 
—G. W. Alford, His Pastor. 


LANE 

Rev. O. S. Lane departed this life 
July 15, 1953. He was faithful to his 
family and to God, and loved by 
many. He was a minister of the 
Church of God for 17 years. He is gone 
but not forgotten—Mrs. O. S. Lane 
and Family, Dillon, S. C. 


ATKINS 

The Church of God records with 
deepest sorrow the death of one of its 
best loved and faithful members, Rev. 
L. A. Atkins, on June 22, 1953. Un- 
stinting in his devotion to his God, he 
labored in the field for a period of 50 
geass, sowing the precious seeds of 

oliness and preaching the a. of 
Jesus Christ. We feel we owe to his 
undying effort and his high stand- 
ards of Christian stewardship the 
establishment of the Church of God 
at Barnardsville, N. C., which we so 
love and enjoy today. 

We knew Brother Atkins to be 
friendly to all men, eager to see and 
evoke the best from all men. He will, 
by his excellent example, serve to 
make us better fellow soldiers, and 
from his life and career we shall draw 
inspiration .better to serve our Master 
through our church and in kindly 
service to our fellow men. 

Surviving him are his wife, Mrs. 
Lena Ray Atkins, 10 sons and 4 daugh- 
ters. Of these children, 4 sons are in 
the ministry: Rev. Max Atkins, Rev. 
Clyde Atkins, Rev. Luther Atkins, and 
Donald, who is preparing to answer 
the call. 

To be absent from the body is to be 
with Jesus. Our loss is heaven’s gain. 
We honor and appreciate Brother At- 
kins for his loving service in our com- 
munity and in near and distant 

laces.—Mrs. Berniece Payne and Mrs. 
avie Hunnicutt. 
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| SHEET ¢ 
MUSIC 


Here you will find a list of 
the very latest releases in sheet 
music. All these are available 
to you now. Better make your 
selections while the supply 


lasts. 


At the End of the Trail, Ellis 


My God’s Unsearchable Love, 
Ellis 


The Story of Time 
In God We Trust, Ellis 


The Keys to the Kingdom, 
Carson 


My God Is Real, Dorsey 

I’m Feeling Fine, Lister 
Nothing Can Compare, Lister 
His Hand fn Mine, Lister 


I'll Walk Dem Golden Stairs, 
Holt 


Someone To Care, Holt 
Tenderly He Watches, Wiseman 


The Message of the Cross, Gro- 
gan 


If God Didn’t Care, Abernathy 


50c per copy 


C\ 
. ) + 
Prices: $1.50 per copy, $15.00 per dozen, $28.00 per 25, 


$55.00 per 50, $105.00 per 100. Write us for the latest BIBLE- 


TONE record releases by the 


ie ss! POSTAGE EXTRA AS yo lag Homeland Harmony Quartet, 
fe Geers: __ _.._ paaaESTREI : . 
6 canis Stes Bi Vep —, LeFevre Trio, and the 
ee... ress - Revelaizes Quartet. 
100 copies 


TENNESSEE MUSIC and PRINTING COMPANY * 
Cleveland, Tennessee 
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PRESIDENT FORETELLS DISINTE- 
GRATION OF SOVIET EMPIRE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP) “Cer- 
tain definite patterns are emerging” 
in East Germany and satellite Europe 
which indicate the future “disintegra- 
tion of the Soviet empire,” President 
Eisenhower stated last week. In a let- 
ter to West German Chancellor Ade- 
nauer, the President noted “the com- 
plete political bankruptcy” of the East 
German Communists and predicted 
that conditions will make possible 
“the liquidation of the present Com- 
munist dictatorship of the Soviet oc- 
cupation” in East Germany. Analyz- 
ing recent Soviet Zone developments, 
Mr. Eisenhower listed five points “of 
greatest significance”: 

First, this eruption against Com- 
munist oppression was spontaneous 


Second, this uprising was not just a 
momentary flash of desperation (but) 
indicates a fundamental and lasting 
determination to be fully and finally 
free. .. 

Third, nowhere were the rioters 
“bourgeois reactionaries” or “capita- 
list warmongers.” They were workers 


Fourth, the fact of the uprising, the 
conduct of the German Communist 
leaders during the event and their ac- 
tions since the event, all indicate the 
complete political bankruptcy of the 
SED (East German Communist 
party). 

Fifth, and to me of utmost signifi- 
cance, when the riots developed in the 
Russian sector of Berlin, the workers’ 
chant was, “We want free elections.” 
In that phrase, the pee le clearly and 
simply summed up the earning for 
the alleviation of their 
sufferings. 


SECOND BLANSHARD PETITION 
DENIED 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP) The State 
Department has rejected a second re- 
quest from author Paul Blanshard 
that it revoke the U. S. citizenship of 
Archbishop Gerald P. O’Hara, Papal 
Nuncio to Ireland and bishop in the 
U. S. of the Savannah-Atlanta dio- 
cese. “There is no evidence of any law 
or regulation requiring Papal Nuncios 
to take an oath, affirmation or dec- 
laration of allegiance to the State of 
Vatican City,” the Department said in 
informing Mr. Blanshard of its action, 
“and no such evidence has been fur- 
nished by you.” (The McCarran-Wal- 
ter Immigration and Naturalization 
Act provides that any American tak- 
ing a post requiring an oath of allegi- 
ance to a “foreign state” automatical- 
ly forfeits American citizenship.) The 
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evances and 


State Department added that, in the 
absence of the indicated evidence, 
“there is no basis for holding that the 
position of Papal Nuncio is one ‘under 
the government of a foreign state,” 
as Mr. Blanshard had contended. 

The American writer said, after re- 
ceiving the State Department notifi- 
cation, that he will ask Attorney Gen- 
eral Herbert Brownell to rule on the 
question of the Vatican City’s state- 
hood “so that American law can be 
correctly applied to Vatican agencies.” 

is connection, he asserted that 

Papal Nuncios carry Vatican passports 
and said that this implies the status 
of “envoys of state.” Mr. Blanshard 
said he would be assisted in preparin 
the petition to the Attorney Genera 
by Dr. Glenn L. Archer, of Washing- 
ton, an attorney who also is executive 
director of Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State. The request reject- 
ed by the State Department was filed 
here by Mr. Blanshard last March aft- 
er the Department had rejected a sim- 
ilar document submitted by him to the 
U. S. embassy in Dublin. 


RELIGIOUS CONTRIBUTIONS 
REACH NEW HIGH 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP) Ameri- 
cans last year contributed $1,296,000,- 
000, an all-time record, to religious or- 
ganizations, the Department of Com- 


merce reported. The church contribu- * 


tions were $90,000,000 more than.in 
1951, a gain of almost 742 per cent. 

Social welfare agencies, including 
those sending relief abroad, received 
$735,000,000 in 1952, the Department 
estimated—an increase of $43,000,000 
over 1951. Expenditures by philan- 
thropic foundations and private con- 
tributions to museums and libraries 
were $117,000,000. 

Total Contributions to religious and 
welfare activities were $2,148,000,000, 
an increase of 94% per cent over the 
previous record of $1,963,000,000 in 
1951. The annual estimates, the most 
authoritative available, are prepared 
by the national income unit of the De- 
are Office of Business Econo- 
mics. 


The world’s most acutely distressed 
area today is Korea, and Korea’s 
greatest need is food. This is the con- 
clusion of Dr. Arnold Vaught, Associ- 
ate Director of Church World Service, 
who has just returned from an on- 
the-spot survey of church-supported 
relief activities in Asia and the Near 
East. Almost half of the nine million 
South Korean civilians are in desper- 
ate need of food, clothing, and medi- 
cal care, he said. After orea, emer- 


gency needs are nearly as critical in 
India, Pakistan, and the Arab refugee 
centers of the Near East, he reported. 


CHAPLAINCY REQUIREMENTS 
REINSTATED 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP) A state- 
ment by the Rev. Doublas G. Scott, 
Chairman of the Commission on 
Chaplains of the National Association 
of Evangelicals, declares: Since July 1 
developments have resulted in consid- 
erable reduction in the projected per- 
sonnel strength of the Military in 
each branch of the service. How per- 
manent these reductions will be can- 
not be predicted. However, the chap- 
lain shortage, so greatly lamented, 
comes within the “ceiling” which 
these reductions have established. As 
of July 1, the waiver of educational 
requirements for the Army Chaplain- 
cy is discontinued, and the full educa- 
tional requirement of 120 hours of 
undergraduate work and 90 hours of 
graduate work in accredited institu- 
tions is the ground of qualifications 
for the Chaplaincy in all branches of 
the service. Chaplains will be called 
now only to fill replacements. Those 
who have the educational require- 
ments will still be processed for the 
Reserves, but only those who can qual- 
ify need apply. Those who are in- 
terested in this great missionary field 
should make every effort to meet the 
educational qualifications, for the 
time may come when the need will be 
greater than it has been. 


The East German Communist youth 
organization’s official paper, Junge 
Welt, said editorially in its current is- 
sue: There is “no longer room in this 
world for a God and heaven .. . it 
is folly to leave the execution of-jus- 
tice to a so-called Master’ of the 
World and thus leave the exploiters 
of man free to do what they want.” 
Six hundred fifty Protestant students 
in East German schools have been ex- 
pelled for refusing to renounce the 
evangelical youth organization, and 
have obtained political asylum in West 
Germany. 


The world premiere showing of the 
film “Martin Luther” has broken all 
previous attendance records for mo- 
tion picture showings in Minneapolis. 
It was extended to a third week, with 
three showings omg A It is described 
as “more dramatic than most fiction 
films, and makes the beginning of the 
Protestant Reformation visually in- 
teresting and intellectually exciting.” 
Nearly 100,000 people have seen it in 
Minneapolis. 
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“SUNSHINE LINE” 
Deluxe Christ Head Christmas Assortment 


Here is the most genuine Christmas Assortment you 
have ever seen. Nothing could be more appropriate. For 
years there has been a popular demand for an all 
‘Christ Head” Assortment, and at last we have found 
it ible to produce just what you want! 

nted in six colors throughout. Each of the ten 

designs entirely different, yet each presenting in a 
magnificent manner Sallman’s “Head of Christ,” the 
world’s best loved portrayal of the Savior. 

The sentiments on each of the ten colorful designs 
were carefully written to accompany the Masterpiece ; 
pictures of Christ, and to convey your sincere Christ- { ; 
mas oy Appropriate scriptures from the Christmas ed ; 
story in the Bible are an important feature of each ~—_\ 


card. 

Contains 20 large ‘French fold” folders (2 each of the 10 designs), size 434x534. Each beautifully 
embossed and with matching quality envelopes. 
No. G8902 With Scripture Texts Price $1.25 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 





922 MONTGOMERY AVENUE, CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 





